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��ુખ �ાનેથી

�ી સી. એમ. ��વેદ�
��ુખ

માનનીય સ�ય�ીઓ,

આપ સવ� સમ� આ ‘ખ�નજ પ��કા’ નો નવો અંક રજૂ કરતાં 

આનંદની લાગણી અ�ુભ�ું છુ. �ુજમીન ઈ�ડ��� એસો�સએશનના 

આ અંકમાં અ�ડરસાઇઝ લાઈમ�ટોનના �નકાલની સમ�યા અને 

તેની �ુન:�વચારણા માંગી લેતા આ લેખમાં એસો�સએશનના �ી ક.ે 

એન. પટલે,ચેરમેન, લીગલ ક�મટ� �ારા ક�ે�ટવ માઇ�ન�ગ લીઝમાં 

ખાણકામ દર�મયાન તેમજ કમેીકલ �ેડ લાઈમ �ટોનના સાઇ�ઝ�ગ 

દર�મયાન કો-જનરેટ થતાં અ�ડરસાઇઝ લાઈમ�ટોન ખ�ન�ે તેની 

�ુણવતાના ધોરણે અ�ય ઉપયોગમાં લઈ શકાય તે માટ ે �મનરલ 

ક�ઝવ�શન અને �રો વે�ટની સરકાર�ીની ની�ત અ�વયે તેના 

વેચાણની પરવાનગી આપવી જ�ર� બને છે તે અ�વયે આવા વેચાણ 

માટ ેમંજૂર� આપવા એક સામા�ય ની�ત સરકાર�ી ક�ાએથી બહાર 

પાઠવી �ેઈએ તે બાબતે �વચારણા માંગી લેતો તલ�પશ� લેખ 

તૈયાર કરવા બદલ તેઓના આભાર� છ�એ.

�ુજમીન ઈ�ડ��� એસો�સએશનની તા. ૨૮-૧૦-૨૦૨૩ ના રોજ 

યો�યેલ ૫૭ મી વા�ષ�ક સામા�ય સભામાં �ુ� અ�ત�થ ડૉ. ધવલ 

પટલે, આઈ.એ.એસ., ક�મ�ર�ી, �ૂ�તર �વ�ાન અને ખ�નજ 

ખા�ું, ગાંધીનગર, અ�ત�થ �વશેષ �ી એસ.એન. મા�ુર, ��ુખ, 

માઇ�ન�ગ એ��જનીયર એસો�સએશન ઓફ ઈ��ડયા, તથા અ�ત�થ 

�વશેષ �ી �વાગત રે, ચેરમેન, માઇ�ન�ગ એ��જનીયર 

એસો�સએશન ઓફ ઈ��ડયા, અમદાવાદ ચે�ટર ઉપ��ત રહ� 

જેમાં ક�મ�ર�ીએ ખ�નજ ઉ�ોગને લગતા ��ો અંગે �ુ�ાવાર 

�ાવહા�રક ઉકલે માટ ેહકારા�મક અને સહા�ુ�ૂ�ત �ૂવ�ક �વચારણા 

કરવા અંગે�ું વલણ તેના વ�ત�માં દાખવેલ તે બદલ તેઓ�ી ના 

આભાર� છ�એ.

�ુજરાત સરકાર સાદ� (કુદરતી) રેતીના �વક�પ �પે અને ખાણમાં 

પ�થરના કચરાના વપરાશ હે�ુ “એમ સે�ડ” ઉ�પાદનની ની�ત લાવી 

�ો�સાહન આપવા માંગે છે. તે નવીન અને ઉ�ત �વચાર છે. �ુજમીન 

ઈ�ડ��� એસો�સએશન આ ની�ત ને ટકેો આપે છે. આ �વચારને 

�ો�સાહન આપવા સરકાર�ીને સે�ડ�ટોન, કપચી, �ેનાઇટ, માબ�લ 

�વગેરે પ�થરોની ખાણોમાં મળ� આવતા વે�ટ (જેમાં ઓવરબડ�નનો 

પણ સમાવેશ છે) નો ઉપયોગ એમ સે�ડ માં વધે તે માટ ેઆવા વે�ટ 

�ટોન ઉપર રોય�ટ� માફ� અથવા રાહત દરોની રોય�ટ� ન�� કરવી 

�ેઈએ જેથી કુદરતી રેતીના ઓછા ખનન ની જ�ર પડ ે અને 

ખાણોમાંથી વે�ટનો પણ એક ઉપયોગી �નકાસ થઈ શક.ે

છે�લા �વાટ�ર દર�મયાન અમે સં�મણના તબ�ામાંથી પસાર થયા 

હતા જે હેઠળ રા� સરકારે દરેક ખ�નજ પ�રવહન કરતા વાહનમાં 

VTMS ઉપકરણ �ફ�સ કરવા�ું ફર�જયાત ક�ુ� હ�ું. �સ�ટમ નવી 

હોવાને કારણે તેને �ાર� �ભક સમ�યાઓનો સામનો કરવો પ�ો હતો, 

અને આ સંદભ�, અમે સરકાર�ું �યાન દો�ુ� છે તેમ છતાં અ�ન�છાએ, 

સરકાર. બે વખત �ુદત લંબાવી છે. કટેલાક �ુ�ાઓ યથાવત છે, અને 

અમે તેને તા�ક�ક ધોરણે ઉકલેવા માટ ે�યાસ કર� સહકારથી ઉકલે 

લાવી�ું.

આવનારો સમય દલુ�ભ ખ�ન�ેના ખાણકામ માટ ે �ુવણ� 

સમયગાળો બની રહેશે. ક�ે� સરકારે અરવ�લી �જ�લાના �ભલોડા 
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તા�ુકામાં એક ક�ુડોલ �નકલ અને �ો�મયમ �લોકને સં�ુ�ત 

લાયસ�સ �ારા હરા� માટ ે �હેર કયા� છે. પર�પરાગત ખ�નજ 

�વસાય �સવાય, ���તએ ���ટકલ અને રેર અથ� �મનર�સમાં 

રોકાણ કરવા�ું સાહસ કર�ું �ેઈએ.

અમે એસો�સએશનની 57મી એ�એમ સફળતા�ૂવ�ક યો� છે, 

આ એ�એમ દર�મયાન, અમે ઉ�ોગના �નણા�યક �ુ�ાઓને 

�કા�શત કરતા ઘણા ઠરાવો પસાર કયા� છે. અમે સં�ુ�ત ર�તે 

�ુ�ાઓને ઉકલેવાનો �યાસ કર��ું.

વ�ુમાં એસો�સએશનના ��ુખ તર�ક ે મેને�ગ ક�મટ�ના 

સ�ય�ીઓ,સ�ય�ીઓ તરફથી મળ� રહેલ સહકાર બદલ સૌ 

સ�ય�ીઓનો આભાર ��ત ક�� છુ.

�ુભે�છા સાથે

સી. એમ. ��વેદ�

��ુખ
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57th Annual General Meeting of the Association was held on 28.10.2023 from

 3.00 PM to 7.00 PM at Ahmedabad Textile Mills’ Association Hall.

Office bearers of Gujmin Industry Association at the dais during the occasion

Dr. Dhaval K. Patel, IAS, Commissioner, Geology & Mining Department, Govt of Gujarat 

was the Chief Guest during the occasion.  Shri C.M. Dwivedi,  President of the Association 

welcoming the Chief Guest.
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Dr Dhaval K. Patel,  IAS, Commissioner, Geology & Mining Department, 

addressing the audience.

Dr. Dhaval K. Patel, IAS, Commissioner, Geology & Mining Department, 

inaugurated the occasion by lighting a lamp.
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Guest of Honour  Shri S. N. Mathur,  President, Mining Engineering 

Association of India, addressing the audience.

Guest of Honour Shri Swagat Ray, Chairman, Mining Engineering Association of 

India, Ahmedabad Chapter, addressing the audience.
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Shri C.M. Dwivedi, President, Gujmin Industry Association addressing 

the audience.

Shri C.M. Dwivedi, President, Gujmin Industry Association addressing 

the audience.



�ુજમીન ઈ�ડ��� એસો�સએશન ખ�નજ પ��કા   •   ઓ�ટોબર - �ડસે�બર, ૨૦૨૩11

Shri Biren Patel, Past President, giving presentation on Environment

A view of Audience at 57th Annual General Meeting
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A view of Audience at 57th Annual General Meeting

Immediate Past President Shri P.N. Rao addressing the audience.
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Shri Jay G. Shah, Vice President, giving vote of thanks

Executive Committee Meeting was held at 11.00 AM on Saturday, 

28th October, 2023 at hotel “The West End”.
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Dinner was organized after the AGM.



�ુજમીન ઈ�ડ��� એસો�સએશન ખ�નજ પ��કા   •   ઓ�ટોબર - �ડસે�બર, ૨૦૨૩15

PROBLEMS IN DISPOSAL OF UNDERSIZE LIMESTONE – A REVIEW

K. N. Patel 
M.Sc. (Geology)
Mo:+91-94277 10306
Email: knpatel27@gmail.com

INTRODUCTION

Gujarat State is the Major producer of Soda Ash in 

India and the manufacturers are Tata Chemicals-

Mithapur, Gujarat Heavy Chemicals Ltd-

Sutrapada,  Nirma Limited – Kalatalav& 

Porbandarand DCW-Dhangdhra. Chemical grade 

limestone is the main raw material for Soda Ash 

Manufacturing, which is available in the form of 

milliolitic limestone along the coastal belt of 

Saurashtra. The State Government has granted 

mining leases of Chemical Grade Limestone for 

Captive Consumption in Soda Ash plants.

As per the technology of the Soda Ash Plants, the 

chemical grade limestone is usable in the form of 

specific sizes. During the mining and sizing of 

chemical grade limestone undersize limestone is 

co-generated at the mine as well as during the 

transportation from mines to plants and 

handling at the plant site, also undersize is 

generated due to the soft and brittle nature of the 

milliolitic limestone. The grade of the undersized 

limestone is chemical but due to size restriction, it 

is not usable in soda ash manufacturing which is 

used as a sweetener in Cement manufacturing 

and for de-sulphurization in thermal power 

plants. The generation of undersized limestone is 

a continuous process, which requires to be 

disposed-off for smooth mining of plant grade / 

required sized limestone in mines and smooth 

operation of the plant at the site. Captive Mining 

lease holders of chemical grade limestone were 

allowed to dispose-off through the sale of the 

undersize mineral by the State Govt., without 

additional amount till the MMDR Amendment Act 

2021 comes in force, in the interest of mineral 

conservation and zero waste policy of the Govt.

In MMDR Amendment Act – 2021 w.e.f. 

28.03.2021, the provision under Section 8A (7A) is 

inserted that, in any lease where a mineral is 

required to be used for the captive purpose, the 

lessee may sell mineral up to 50% of total mineral 

produced in such captive mines in a financial year 

after meeting the requirement of end-use plant 

linked with the mine on payment of additional 

amount as specified in the Sixth Schedule of the 

Act for the quantity so sold. The manner of the 
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sale of the mineral from the captive leases is 

prescribed in rule 12B inserted in MCR-2016, vide 

notification dated 02.11.2021.

Govt.  of  Gujarat,  Industr ies and Mines 

Department, Gandhinagar has resolved the 

policy for “Sale/removal of undersize limestone 

in the State” vide resolution no. PRCH-102020-

495-CHH dated 03.01.2022. The policy is not in 

harmony with the provision of Rule 12B of MCR – 

2016 regarding the sale of minerals from captive 

leases, however, contains the condition of 

recovery of an additional amount as specified in 

the Sixth Schedule of MM(DR) Amendment Act 

2021.

The permission for disposal/sale of undersized 

limestone becomes more complex after insertion 

of Section 8A(7A) vide MM(DR) Amendment Act – 

2021 w.e.f.  28.03.2021 and Rule 12B in MCR-

2016 particularly with regards to restriction of a 

particular year of production for permission and 

financial burden in the form of additional 

amount.

In this review paper, it is discussed whether 

provision of  Sect ion 8A(7A) of  MM(DR) 

amendment Act – 2021 and Rule 12B of MCR-

2016 as well as Govt. of Gujarat Resolution dated 

03.01.2022 for recovery of additional amount is 

applicable in case of disposal of undersized 

limestone from captive mines and plant site of 

Soda Ash manufacturers or not?

Captive Provisions of Act and Rules:

In the MM(DR) Act, 1957, mineral concessions 

were granted on a “First Come – First Serve” basis 

with the preferential right to the end user of 

mineral under the then Section 11(3) of the Act 

and Rule 35 of MCR-1960. 

Thereafter, in MM(DR) Amendment Act – 2015, it 

is provided to grant the mineral concession 

through auctions only, in which under Section 

10B(6), there is provision to include the 

reservation of any particular mine or mines for a 

particular end use and subject to such condition, 

which allows only such eligible end users to 

participate in the auction for grant of mining 

lease in respect of notified minerals.

Further, in MM(DR) Amendment Act – 2021 under 

Section 10B(6) earlier provision is substituted by 

“provided that no mine shall be reserved for 

captive purpose in auction”. Thus, henceforth 

mining leases are granted without the 

reservations of the captive use. At the same time, 

the existing captive mines are allowed to sell up 

to fifty percent of the minerals produced by 

insert ion of  Sect ion 8A(7A)  of  MM(DR) 

Amendment Act – 2021 and Rule 12B of MCR-

2016 with the payment of an additional amount.

The object and reason shown in the bill for the 

amendment in 2021 is as under. 

“To remove the distinction between captive and 

merchant mines by providing for auction of 

mines in future without restriction of captive use 

of minerals and allowing existing captive mines 

including captive coal mines to sell up to fifty per 

cent of the minerals produced after meeting the 
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requirement of linked end use plants to ensure 

optimal mining of mineral resources and specify 

the additional amount to be charged on such 

sale. The sale of minerals by captive plants would 

facilitate increase in production and supply of 

minerals, ensure economies of scale in mineral 

production, stabilize prices of ore in the market 

and bring additional revenue to the States.”

The aim of the amendment clearly shows that the 

provision applies to the mineral which is used in 

plants and it cannot be applied to the co-

generated mineral, which is not suitable for use 

in plants by grade and size. It can be considered 

as mineral rejection as defined in Rule 3(1)(s) of 

MCDR 2017, which is produced below. 

“Mineral Rejects include all the excavated 

minerals that do not constitute useful material 

which may be rejected either based on grade or 

size”. The rejection either based on grade or size 

is construed that it is above the threshold value of 

the mineral notified by the Indian Bureau of 

Mines under sub-rule (1) of rule 14", usable in 

suitable mineral-based industries.

Non-applicability of Section 8A (7A) of Act 

and Rule 12B of MCR 2016 for the sale of 

undersize limestone

1. The purpose of Amendment in Act and Rules 

is to increase the production and supply of 

minerals  a  nd bring additional revenue, whereas 

undersize limestone is co-generated during 

mining and s  izing of chemical grade limestone, 

and disposal of undersize limestone does not 

increase p roduction and supply of limestone as 

aimed in amendment.

2. The wordings of provisions in the Act that 

“where mineral used for the captive purpose as 

well as a fter meeting of the requirement of plant” 

and in the rule “where the mineral is required to 

be used for a captive purpose”, clearly indicate 

the additional amount provision can only apply to 

the sale of mineral which is usable in Plant. The 

said provision cannot be applied to the inevitable 

disposal of undersize limestone, which is Non-

Plant grade by size. 

3. Undersize limestone is continuously co-

generated during mining, sizing, and handling of  

chemical grade limestone, which is mineral reject 

as defined in Rule 3(1)(s) of MCDR  2017. IBM h as 

also envisaged up to 20-25% of the generation of 

undersize limestone in approved mining p l a n s . 

An entire quantity of undersized limestone is 

required to be disposed of in the interest of 

mineral conservation and zero waste policy of the 

Government.

4. In Schedule VI, the additional amount is to be 

recovered in terms of royalty payable. It is 

construed t hat, an additional amount of royalty 

payable is of Plant Grade mineral. If, the royalty 

payable for t he Plant Grade is different than the 

Non-Plant grade, in such cases which additional 

royalty a mount is to be recovered? This shows 

that an additional amount equivalent to a royalty 

payable f or the sale of chemical grade limestone 
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applies to usable-sized limestone for soda ash 

plants and n ot to undersize limestone.

5. As provided in rule 12B (1)(vi), at the end of 

the financial year, the lessee shall carry out the  

reconciliation of the quantity of minerals 

consumed in the linked end-use plant and the 

quantity of m ineral sold in that financial year. It 

should not exceed 50% of the mineral produced. 

This p rovision indicates that 50% sale of chemical 

grade limestone usable in Soda Ash Plant during 

the financial year, and such sale doesn’t require 

permission from the State Govt. and doesn’t 

apply to t he sale of undersize limestone.

6. As provided in rule 12B (1)(vii), if the lessee 

sells less than 50% in the financial year it shall not 

carry f orward the deficient quantity for sale in the 

subsequent year. The inevitable co-generated  

undersize limestone is about 20-25% of the total 

production which is not usable in the Soda Ash 

Plant. It is rejected for Soda Ash manufacturing 

and hence requires to disposalof the entire 

quantity for smooth mining of plant grade / sized 

limestone in the interest of mineral conservation 

and Zero waste policy. If, undersize limestone is 

not disposed of during the financial year in the 

absence of demand and shall not carry forward 

the deficient quantity for sale in the subsequent 

year, and also cannot be usable in soda ash plant 

then what is the use of co-generated undersize 

limestone which is above the threshold value. 

This provision stipulates that the provision of sale 

under the Act and Rule with an additional amount 

is for captive minerals usable in captive plantsa nd 

not for the rejected mineral by grade or size.

7. State Govt. policy for “Sale/removal of 

undersize limestone in the State” vides resolution 

no. PRCH-102020-495-CHH dated 03.01.2022 is 

not in harmony with the provision of Rule 12B of 

MCR 2 016 regarding the sale of minerals from 

captive leases. The Policy condition is regarding 

the sale o f 50% of the total mineral excavated in 

the previous financial year whereas in rule 12B of 

MCR 2 016, there is a provision for the sale of 50% 

of minerals produced during the current financial 

year. The policy covers the undersize limestone 

generated at the plant site which is not in  

accordance with the provision of the Act and 

Rules. Thus, when the policy is different from the  

provision of the Act and Rules, then the 

imposition of an additional amount as specified 

in the Sixth S chedule of MM(DR) Amendment Act 

2021 is questionable.

It is high time to streamline the policy by the State 

Govt.  for the sale of entire quantity of 

continuously generated undersize limestone by 

issuing “one-time permission” given the “ease of 

doing business” considering the interpretation of 

Section 8A(7A) of MMDR Amendment Act – 2021 

and Rule 12B of MCR-2016 in right perspective 

that recovery of additional amount and 

restriction of the year of generation in grant of 

permission applies to sized limestone usable in 

plant and in no way apply to sale of undersize 

limestone. 
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જયભારત સાથે જણાવવા�ું ક ેએસોસીએશનના સ�ય�ીઓને ચા�ુ વષ� ૨૦૨૩-૨૪ ના વા�ષ�ક લવાજમના ઇ�વોઇસ મોકલી આપેલ છે. જે 

અ�વયે અ�સોસીએશનના �લ�મટડે ક�પનીના સ�યોએ સ�યદ�ઠ વા�ષ�ક લવાજમ પેટ ે�. ૧૦૦૦૦/- અને �લ�મટડે ક�પની �સવાયના સ�ય 

પાસેથી દર વષ� વા�ષ�ક �. ૨૫૦૦/- વષ� ૨૦૨૩-૨૪થી લેવા�ું ઠરાવેલછે. જેથી સ�ય�ીઓને ચા�ુ વષ�ની તથા અગાઉના વષ�ની બાક� રહેલી 

વા�ષ�ક લવાજમની રકમ તા�કા�લક મોકલી આપવા �વનંતી છે.

૧. �ુજરાત રા�ના તમામ ખ�નજ ખાણ ધારકો, ખ�નજ ઉ�ોગકારો, ખાણ-ખ�નજ  સલાહકારોને તથા માઇ�ન�ગ એ��જનીયર

 એસો�સએશન ઓફ ઈ��ડયા, અમદાવાદ  ચે�ટર નીચે કામ કરતાં  �ા�નક ક�ે�ોને જણાવવા�ું ક ેઆપના ઉ�ોગને લગતા  ની�ત �વષયક,

 કાયદા  �વષયક અથવા આ અંગે કોઈ  �ુચનો હોયતો  �ુજમીન ઈ�ડ��� એસોસીએશન કાયા�લય, અમદાવાદ ખાતે ઈ-મેઈલ 

 (gujmin@gmail.com) �ારા અથવા પો�ટ  �ારા મોકલી આપવા  �વનંતી છે.   આ �ુચનોને ખ�નજ પ��કામાં છાપવા યો�ય 

  સલાહકાર મંડળને લાગશે  તો   ખ�નજ પ��કામાં ��સ� કરવામાં આવશે જેની તમામ વાંચકોએ ન�ધ લેવા ન�  �વનંતી છે.  

૨. ખ�નજ પ��કાને આ�થ�ક ર�તે �ુદઢ બનાવવા માટ ેસ�ય�ીઓએ પોતાના  ઉ�ોગ/સં�ાની �હેર ખબર આપવા અપીલ છે.

૩. ખ�નજ પ��કા વાંચી, પોતાના અ�ભ�ાય-�ુચનો મોકલવા �વનંતી જેથી ખ�નજ  પ��કાને વ�ુ ઉપયોગી બનાવી શકાય. ��લા ક�ાએ

 કાય�રત મંડળો તેમજ  ખાણ  ક�ે�ો પરના ખનીજ ભાવો ��મા�સક મોકલાવે તો �ુજરાતનાં ખ�ન�ે સ��ય તથા  આંતર રા��ય ક�ાએ

 હ�રફાઈ કરવા સ�મ બનશે.

લેખકો �ારા દશા�વેલ અ�ભ�ાયો,મંત�ો ખ�નજ પ��કાના �કાશક, તં�ી અને �ુજમીન ઈ�ડ��� એસો�સએશનના નથી. પ��કામાં છપાયેલ 

કોઈપણ સા�હ�ય�ું �ુન:�કાશન અ�ુમ�ત �સવાય કર�ું ખાસ વ�જ�ત છે.

સંપક�: સે�ેટર�, �ુજમીન ઈ�ડ��� એસો�સએશન, બી�ે માળ, માબ�લ એ�ડ �મનરલ ચે�બર, ડ�. ક.ે હાઉસ પાસે,મીઠાખળ�, 

અમદાવાદ-૩૮૦૦૦૬. ટલેી. ૨૬૪૨૭૦૪૭  • Email: gujmin@gmail.com

  એક વષ�  ૨ વષ�  �ણ વષ� 

આગળ�ું પા�ું  ૧૫,૦૦૦  ૨૨,૫૦૦ ૩૧,૫૦૦ 

આગળ�ું અંદર�ું પા�ું  ૧૦,૦૦૦ ૧૫,૦૦૦ ૨૧,૦૦૦

છે�લા પાના�ું અંદર�ું પા�ું    ૧૦,૦૦૦ ૧૫,૦૦૦ ૨૧,૦૦૦

છે��ું પા�ું  ૧૫,૦૦૦ ૨૨,૫૦૦ ૩૧,૫૦૦ 

અંદરની ક�ુલ કલર પા�ું    ૮,૦૦૦ ૧૨,૦૦૦ ૧૮,૦૦૦ 

અંદરની અડ�ું પા�ું    ૫,૦૦૦ ૯,૦૦૦  ૧૨,૦૦૦  

�ુજમીન ઈ�ડ��� એસો�સએશનના સ�ય�ીઓને

�ુજમીન ઈ�ડ���એસો�સએશન �વ���ત

�ુજમીન ઈ�ડ��� એસો�સએશન

પ� �વહાર�ું સરના�ું:

ખ�નજ પ��કામાં �ંહેરાતના દર નીચે �ુજબ છે.

વા�ષ�ક લવાજમ જમા કરવા 

-: �વનં�તપ� :-




